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FEAR NOT
BY FRED BISCHOFF

FEAR IS A TRICKY thing. In the biblical worldview it 
originated—of all places—in a garden named pleasure. It is 
the child of insecurity, the product of removing one’s heart 
focus from the all-powerful, benevolent, pleasure-giving 
Creator God, and trying to lean on a broken branch. Not 
safe! Such a position seemed right at first to Eve, and then to 
Adam, but the results are obvious, around us and in us.

Have you ever noticed that the prime setting for fear is an 
encounter with the supernatural? From Adam and Eve’s first 
meeting with God after their fall through story after story of 
people encountering angels, fear is usually the first reaction. 
You can read the non-verbal emotion, “Oh, my! What is going 
to happen to me?”

God and His team understand our insecurities. That’s why 
their first words were often, “Fear not.” It’s why we read, “the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,” not the end of 
it. What I hear God saying is, “Put your heart’s focus on Me, 
with all your insecurities. Be afraid of losing Me more than 
anything else, including your life.”

That’s why Jesus said plainly, “Be not afraid of them that kill 
the body, and after that have no more that they can do. . . . 
Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into 

hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him” (Luke 12:4-5). But do you 
recall what Jesus said next? “Are not five sparrows sold for 
two farthings, and not one of them is forgotten before God? 
But even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear 
not therefore: ye are of more value than many sparrows” 
(verses 6-7).

Did you notice it—”fear” and then “fear not”? As we focus on 
Him who is love, and this love matures and anchors us in our 
God-given value, perfect love casts out fear (1 John 4:16-18).

I’ve been thinking a lot about the supernatural forces in our 
universe. We’re immersed in a battle much bigger than we 
are. It can be very frightful. Our real enemies are not even 
human! I encourage you to study the “armor” we need for 
these encounters (see Ephesians 6:10-18). We’re going to 
need every piece more and more in the days ahead.   
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The Seventh-day Adventist Church membership in Zambia 
has doubled in the past 10 years, growing from 500,000 
members to more than a million. With a population of 15 
million people, Zambia has the highest Adventist Church 
growth rate in Africa, and thousands are added every year. 
What is the secret to the church’s success?

During a brief visit I made to Zambia on behalf of Light 
Bearers Ministry, one of the directors for the South Zambia 
Union Conference organized an advisory committee meeting 
which included directors from 7 conferences and fields. We 
met in the small mining town of Mufulira, Copperbelt. Each 

director gave a short report on how the material from Light 
Bearers was used in 2016. One of the directors read the 
following statement:

“I was shown men and women studying with intense 
interest papers and few pages of tracts upon present 
truth. They would read the evidences so wonderful and 
new to them, and would open their Bibles with a deep 
and new interest, as subjects of truth that had been dark 
to them were made plain” (Ellen White, Christian Service, 
pp. 149-150).

I realized these words perfectly described the influence of 
the literature Light Bearers is sending to Africa. Thousands 
of lives have been changed in Zambia due to the Bible 
lessons. In 2016, 1,420 Voice of Prophecy centers/schools 
were established. Over 45,000 sets of Bible studies from 
Light Bearers were used at the centers and 5,995 students 
graduated. Many students were baptized. 

2



But these were not the only ways that the Bible lessons were 
used. In the past, the church did public evangelism without 
leaving much literature with people. Now all who want to 
conduct public meetings have been advised to use Light 
Bearers literature as a seed-sowing tool before conducting 
any public outreach. The success rate has been astounding! 
Planting into unreached areas is much easier with the 
Bible lessons.

The higher levels of church leadership are encouraging 
the unions, conferences, and fields to work toward Total 
Membership Involvement (TMI). The team in Zambia claims 
that Light Bearers Bible lessons are the easiest and most 
effective way to achieve this goal. And it’s true. The studies 
are the best tool for evangelism in Zambia. Other countries 
are starting to realize the value of the literature through 
Zambia’s example.

The team in Zambia has set a goal for the next three years. 
They want to get as many as 16 containers of Bible lessons 
into Zambia by the end of 2020. They know the lessons’ 
value and they want to finish the work in Zambia. If the 
method is working successfully, why not capitalize on it?

Throughout that committee meeting, I could see that the 
Holy Spirit was working. Everyone on the team was united 
in purpose. Later in his car, the union director shared with 
me the secret of Zambia’s evangelistic success: Light 
Bearers Bible lessons. The church has trained people and 
established a good infrastructure to use the lessons for 
outreach. The team has refined the method even more 
and, by faith, has embraced the challenge for the next 
three years.

A CRAZY MAN LEADS A SOUL 
TO BAPTISM
A Bible worker shared the following story with me: 

A mad man came to my office one day demanding money. 
Just to get rid of him, I gave him some. However, he still 

would not leave. “What else do you want?” I asked. He then 
pointed to a set of Light Bearers Bible lessons on my table. I 
gave him the set and he left.

On his way, the mad man ran into a nurse he knew. When 
she greeted him, he handed her the set of lessons, saying 
that someone told him to give her the papers and that she 
needed to read them. She did not want to disappoint him, so 
she took them. At home, she decided to read them before 
disposing of them. The messages in the Bible lessons turned 
out to be too wonderful to toss away. She faithfully read all 
26 lessons and answered the questions.

The last lesson had my phone number on it. She called me 
to find out how she could have her lessons marked and 
evaluated. When I visited her and went through her lessons, I 
saw that she had accepted Christ as her personal Savior and 
that she was looking for a Seventh-day Adventist church.

THE LIGHT
Literature is a way, as the quote said, to make truth plain 
and clear to people in darkness. As part of the Light Bearers 
team, I’m so grateful the Lord can use literature to shine a 
light on the gospel.   

A mad man came to my office one 
day demanding money. Just to get rid 
of him, I gave him some. . . .

SHINE A LIGHT ON SOMEONE’S PATH

For as little as 5¢, you can place the printed 
gospel in someone’s hand! Learn how at 
lightbearers.org/publishing/
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ORDER TODAY!

L IGHTBEARERS.ORG |  877 .585 .1111

E V I D E N C E S  O F  L O V E
It is easy to feel lost and scared in the world we now live in. 
But there is hope and help that has been extended to you. 
It comes through the gift of Jesus your Savior. By studying 
the mission of Jesus in Evidences of Love you will behold the 

Father’s incredible love for you and begin to see hope again.

 $3.99  NOW $1.99 +S&H
USE CODE MU417 THROUGH MAY 31, 2017

LEARN MORE OR REGISTER TODAY AT LIGHTBEARERS.ORG OR CALL 541.988.3333

Light Bearers 2017 Convocation   |   Jasper, Oregon   |   July 4-9

M A J O R I N G    M I N O R SI N
T H E

 LIGHT BEARERS       37457 JASPER LOWELL RD, JASPER, OR 97438       541.988.3333       INFO@LIGHTBEARERS.ORG       LIGHTBEARERS.ORG

SPEAKING SCHEDULE

see more events at lightbearers.org

APRIL 13-16
Big Camp, Victorian Conference
Victoria, Australia 
Ty Gibson
vic.adventist.org.au / 03 9264 7777

APRIL 20-23
ASI Northwest Spring 2017 
Boise, ID 
Ty Gibson, Rise Rafferty
asinw.netasi.org

APRIL 24-MAY 13
ARISE Australia
Kingscliff, NSW  
James Rafferty
www.ariseaustralia.org

JUNE 2-3
Kansas-Nebraska Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists Camp 
Meeting
Ty Gibson
www.ks-ne.org

JUNE 5-10
South Central Conference Camp 
Meeting
Oakwood College
Ty Gibson
www.scc-adventist.org

JUNE 8-10
3ABN Spring Camp Meeting 2017
West Frankfort, IL
James Rafferty
3abn.org

http://vic.adventist.org.au/
http://www.scc-adventist.org
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