
MISSION UPDATE
SEPTEMBER 2018

THREE MORE KEYS TO 
A GREAT MARRIAGE
TY GIBSON

Just yesterday a friend in his 30s said, “I went to a wedding 
last week and was blown away to find out that nearly all of 
my friends from college are already married and divorced.”

Divorce has become so common, we basically expect it to 
happen. In my last article, I shared three keys to having a 
great marriage. I just happen to have three more.

1. CHOOSE PLEASANTNESS OVER CORRECTNESS. 
Being right is overrated. It’s just not necessary to always 
be right. There is, in fact, a way of being right that is 
wrong and a way of being wrong that is right. Someone 
said, “If you’re wrong and you shut up, you’re wise. If 
you’re right and you shut up, you’re married.” I’d add 
that shutting up when you’re right is an even higher 
manifestation of wisdom. “When there are many words, 
transgression is unavoidable, but he who restrains his 
lips is wise” (Proverbs 10:19, NASB). Being right in 
your attitude is more important, by far, than winning 
an argument.

2. GIVE SPACE. It’s a law of human nature that we’re 
more inclined to want what’s not imposed upon us, and 

we pull back when we feel trapped or pressured. So, 
in marriage, what I call “the space factor” is vital. When 
feelings are hurt, allow for a respectful line that you’ll 
not cross until invited. Rather than press in with intense 
words and demands, gently give space. It may take just 
a few minutes, or it may take longer, depending on the 
nature of the conflict, but your beloved will draw close if 
you allow the reconnection to be voluntary. The principle 
is counterintuitive, so it will take practice. But once it 
becomes habitual, a high percentage of stress will vanish 
from your relationship.

3. DON’T PUT ON AIRS. With incredible insight, Paul 
writes, “Love . . . is not puffed up” (1 Corinthians 13:4). 
The Greek word translated “puffed up” is phusioo, 
meaning to inflate, as with air. In other words, “Love 
doesn’t put on airs.” Or, love doesn’t cop an attitude 
of superiority—that is, “I’m right.” The thing about the 
“I’m right” attitude is that it causes the one you love to 
shut down. But an attitude of, “Hey, I may be wrong, 
please share your perspective,” opens the heart and 
resolves conflict.   

. . . love doesn’t cop an attitude of 
superiority . . .



MAJORING IN 
THE MINORS
JAMES RAFFERTY

They are called the Minor Prophets because of their size, not 
their spiritual depth. Hidden in these little books of the Old 
Testament are found sublime pictures of God’s unrelenting 
love. That’s why this year we plumbed their depths to mine 
rich nuggets of God’s golden love that promises to keep our 
love alive in every crisis.

Some 800 people and 150 young people joined us this year 
for Light Bearers Ministry’s 34th annual convocation. Most 
importantly, the Holy Spirit was there to fulfill God’s promises 
to build hope, faith, and love.

By the first week in July, everything was set to jump into 
a deeply rewarding five-day study of the Minor Prophets. 

Twelve books, twelve prophets, stretching over a 400-
year period from the pre-exilic period of the northern and 
southern kingdoms of Israel to the post-exilic period (from 
about 800 BC to 400 BC). With the exception of Jonah, 
Nahum, and Obadiah, these minor prophets spoke to the 
tribes of Israel. The messages were of judgment, hope, 
and salvation.

These minor prophets not only spoke for God, they spoke of 
God. Every book, each solemn message, contains a seed of 
salvation, a proclamation of God’s everlasting love. The title 
of this article, “Majoring in the Minors,” emphasizes this point. 
Their books may be small, but the minor prophets delivered 
a big message. Meeting by meeting, day by day, it became 
evident that these books held within them deep spiritual 
nuggets designed to direct us to our Savior.

In Hosea, Messiah is presented as the Son of God (11:1; 
Matthew 2:15), as the only Savior of His people (13:4; John 
14:6), as the One who will ransom us from the dead (13:14; 
1 Corinthians 15:55), as the One who loves us with great 
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compassion (11:4), and as the One who heals those who will 
return to Him (6:1).

In Joel, Christ is presented as the One who will give the Holy 
Spirit (2:28; John 16:7-15; Acts 1:8), who judges the nations 
(3:2, 12), and who is the refuge and stronghold of Israel (3:16).

Amos presents Christ as the One who would restore His 
people (9:11-15).

Christ is seen in Obadiah as the Judge of the nations (15-16) 
and the Savior of His people (17-20).

Through Jonah, Christ’s resurrection is portrayed (Matthew 
12:40). He is also seen as a prophet and Savior of 
the nations.

Micah presents Christ as the God of Jacob (4:2), the Judge 
of the nations (4:3), and the Ruler who would be born in the 
city of Bethlehem (5:2; Matthew 2:1-6).

Nahum portrays the Lord as slow to anger and a stronghold 
in times of trouble (1:3, 7).

Habakkuk portrays Christ as the Savior. The root word for 
Salvation in Habakkuk 3:13 and 18 is the same root word 
from which the name “Jesus” is derived (Matthew 1:21). He 
is the One who justifies the righteous by faith (Habakkuk 
2:4) and the One who will one day fill the earth “with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea” (2:14).

Zephaniah presents Christ as the Mighty Savior who rejoices 
over us with love and singing (3:17).

Haggai portrays Messiah as the Restorer (2:7-9) and the 
Overthrower of the kingdoms of the world (2:22).

Perhaps no Old Testament book is more messianic than 
Zechariah. In one chapter, one of the saved asks Christ, 
“What are these wounds in Thine hands?” (Zechariah 13:6, 

KJV). This text reminds us that many will be saved who knew 
nothing of His crucifixion.

Malachi is the prelude to 400 years of unbroken prophetic 
silence. It foretells the “Sun of righteousness” who will come 
with healing in His wings (Malachi 4:2). Malachi also predicts 
the coming of the messenger who will clear the way before 
the Lord (3:1; Isaiah 40:3). John the Baptist later fulfills this 
prophecy and thus bridges the connection between the 
Minor Prophets and the New Testament, breaking the 400-
year silence with the words, “Behold! The Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29).

That is a brief summary of this year’s convocation. If you 
missed it, you can still receive a blessing. The messages are 
all available on DVD and CD.

May the Minor Prophets be a major blessing in your life-
walk with God and our Savior Jesus Christ through the Holy 
Spirit. Amen.   

Every book, each solemn 
message, contains a seed of 
salvation, a proclamation of God’s 
everlasting love.

HELP OTHERS UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE!

Your support makes it possible for us 
to inspire people through events like 
convocation. Consider partnering with us as 
we continue preaching the gospel.
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ORDER TODAY!

L IGHTBEARERS.ORG

T H E  M I N O R  P R O P H E T S
2018 Light Bearers Convocation

NOW AVAILABLE ON CD & DVD!

NEW

 LIGHT BEARERS       37457 JASPER LOWELL RD, JASPER, OR 97438       541.988.3333       INFO@LIGHTBEARERS.ORG       LIGHTBEARERS.ORG

UPCOMING EVENTS

see more events at lightbearers.org

SEPTEMBER 6-8
Urban Mission and Ministry Congress | UMMC
Andrews University
Ty Gibson
http://www.urbanmissionandministry.org

OCTOBER 11-15
KwaZulu-Natal Free State Conference Camp Meeting
Drakensville, South Africa
James Rafferty
https://www.knfcadventist.org

OCTOBER 12-14
Newbold University
Bracknell, UL
Ty Gibson
http://www.newbold.ac.uk/

NOVEMBER 30-DECEMBER 1
Against the Wall, Southern University
Collegedale, TN
Ty Gibson
https://againstthewall.org


	_GoBack
	_GoBack

